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Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues, 
but the parent of all others. - Cicero.          

Happy Thanksgiving!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1aY6V0_dpxFz4iV485IW8s9fseH1BR8VW/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1aY6V0_dpxFz4iV485IW8s9fseH1BR8VW/preview
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Substitute Pay Rate Increase

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iK8UkFsl8mo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iK8UkFsl8mo


The Williamsville Central School District is seeking nominations for its Wall of Fame 
honoring graduates for extraordinary achievements in career and public service. The 
deadline for nominations is April 15, 2022. 

The nomination form can be accessed at the following link: Wall of Fame Nomination 
Form

To be eligible, candidates must have graduated at least ten years ago from Williamsville 
East, North, or South High Schools, or be a graduate of the original Williamsville High 
School. Their contributions to humanity, community service, and philanthropic 
endeavors are important considerations along with their professional achievements and 
leadership.

Established in 2000, the Wall of Fame has recognized more than 100 Williamsville alumni 
for their contributions and accomplishments. The next induction ceremony will take 
place on Thursday, November 10, 2022.

The Williamsville Education Foundation, Inc. sponsors the Wall of Fame in conjunction 
with the District’s three high schools. The selection committee includes members of the 
Foundation Board of Directors and representatives from each Williamsville high school.

Nomination forms are available on the District website, the Foundation website, 
www.wedf.org, or by calling (716) 626-8005.

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/williamsvilleschools/Departments/Communications/2021-2022/2022%20UPDATED%20Wall%20of%20Fame%20Nomination%20Form.pdf
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/williamsvilleschools/Departments/Communications/2021-2022/2022%20UPDATED%20Wall%20of%20Fame%20Nomination%20Form.pdf
http://www.wedf.org/




Spartan of The Month
The Spartan of the Month program is meant to promote success in and out of the classroom. 
For a student to be a well-respected citizen, they must be able to balance many different areas 
of life. They must exemplify outstanding characteristics both as a student and as a citizen of 
the community. The student must be able to handle many different aspects of student life while 
maintaining excellence in the classroom. This award is designed to nominate and select 
students who promote and take pride in Williamsville North High School and in themselves. 
Congratulations to this month’s selections!

STAFF MEMBER: STUDENT NOMINEE:
Mrs. Arroyo Kelsey Braunscheidel
Madame Boebel Sunya Afrasaibi
Ms. Bajdas Evan Frier
Ms. Barney Rafca Younes
Mrs. Cardullo Zaid Arshad
Mrs. Darrah Fayzah Darwish
Mrs. Finiki Samuel Tringali
Ms. Hitzges Allison Goehle
Mrs. Jacobson-Miller Cindy Thome
Ms. Kester Julia Grieco
Ms. Kirk Gavin Caruana

Josie Flemming
Mrs. Kruszynski Gabe Callesto

Genesis Dixon
Caitlin Hennessey
Jeremy Lynch
(Ruth) Olivia McLeod
Serg Nikolaev
Andrew Noshy
Daniel Russell
Elijah Russell
Portia Snyder
Sarafina Turner

Mr. Mulcacy Sabrina Marranca
Justin Rush

Ms. Nigam David Bulan
Anna LaBelle
Sara Meldrum
Carline Urbino

Ms. Perry Adam Gelband
Mrs. Rautenstrauch Nate Marzec
Ms. Rys Molly Martin



COCA-COLA SCHOLARS FOUNDATION
SEMI-FINALIST:
YOLANDA WANG

North is pleased to announce our 2022 Coca-Cola Scholar Semifinalist!

Yolanda is one of 1,617 students selected from over 68,000 applicants from across the 

country to continue through the selection process based on  academic excellence, 

leadership, and service demonstrated in school and community activities. 

A joint effort of Coca-Cola bottlers across the country and The Coca-Cola Company, the 

Coca-Cola Scholars Program is the largest corporate-sponsored, achievement-based 

scholarship program in the United States. With the addition of the 2022 class, the Coca-Cola 

Scholars Foundation will have provided more than 6,600 Coke Scholars nationwide with 

over $78 million in scholarships over the course of 34 years.  Congratulations to Yolanda 

and best of luck as she moves through the next steps in the process!

http://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/
http://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/


North Celebrates Karen Huang Who Earned a 
Rare “Perfect” Score on an Advanced Placement 

Exam 

North High School celebrates Karen Huang for earning a perfect score on the AP 

Computer Science A Exam in May 2021.

Karen was one of only 356 students in the world to receive every possible point on 

the exam. 

“AP courses and exams are college-level, requiring great focus and persistence 

among participating students,” said Trevor Packer, head of the Advanced 

Placement Program. “We applaud the educators who encourage students to 

challenge themselves,  who motivate and encourage diverse students to achieve 

their academic potential.” 



   Shared Decision Making

Mission Statement
We are a representative group of the Williamsville community who agree to convene in 
order to plan, problem-solve & set direction for the improvement of student achievement 
& character development at Williamsville North High School. We are committed to 
fostering a safe, respectful & nurturing learning climate that encourages students to 
achieve their fullest potential academically, emotionally, physically & creatively. Our 
purpose is to positively impact education & allow for the personal growth of all students 
at Williamsville North, so that they can become the leaders of tomorrow & shape the 
future.

WILLIAMSVILLE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

Shared Decision Making (SDM)
See our mission statement below.  We work collaboratively to help 
shape our students to become successful leaders.

What we’ve accomplished in the last two years:
1. Created our school’s motto- Spartans: Learning Today, 

...Leading Tomorrow
2. Branded our school spartan head
3. Clubs/ Sports- Event of the Week
4. Created the Spartan of the Year Award

Current SDM Committee Members

Parent Representatives: Mrs. Karen Shiff, Ms. Jennifer Kerr, and Ms. 
Michelle McKinstry
Teacher Representatives: Mrs. Michelle Doviak (Chair) , Ms. Emily 
Cardullo, and  Mrs. Jackie Goergen
Administrative Representative: Mr. Bob Coniglio, Principal
Support Staff Representatives: Mrs. Patricia Ryan
Community Member Representative: Mr. Tom Lucia
Student Representatives: Angela Seo (12) and Gavin Miller  (11)



   GOALS FOR 2021-2022

Mission Statement
We are a representative group of the Williamsville community who agree to convene in 
order to plan, problem-solve & set direction for the improvement of student achievement 
& character development at Williamsville North High School. We are committed to 
fostering a safe, respectful & nurturing learning climate that encourages students to 
achieve their fullest potential academically, emotionally, physically & creatively. Our 
purpose is to positively impact education & allow for the personal growth of all students 
at Williamsville North, so that they can become the leaders of tomorrow & shape the 
future.

WILLIAMSVILLE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

Shared Decision Making (SDM Goals)
We continue to confront issues that are relevant and that could make a positive impact on our school 
community.  We have some academic and social emotional learning goals, along with last year’s goal 
dealing with school unity.

*Social Emotional Learning Goal: This is a continued goal from last year.  We will be working toward encouraging teachers 
to do community circles in their classrooms to help with social / emotional issues.  The pandemic is still a part of our 
community, and we need to help students who are struggling emotionally.  Our plan is to speak at a faculty meeting, post 
community circle prompts, and follow up with teachers in the spring.

Academic and School Community Building/ Unity Goal #1: Spartan of the Year Endeavor.  Since there is no class rank 
anymore, we would like to build a sense of community through nominating a Spartan who represents everything about 
North-leadership, teamwork, etc.  This is a goal from last year as well, and it was pretty successful.  We would like to 
continue this endeavor and focus on communication (with students, parents, teachers, etc.).  This is an honored tradition, 
and our goal is to publicize and clarify this honor.  This student will speak at graduation this year just like our recipient, 
Sarah Jiang, did last year. 

Academic and School Community Building/ Unity Goal #2: Freshmen Connection: We are concerned that freshmen aren’t 
making enough connections with the school community.  Working with the guidance department, support staff (cafeteria 
monitors), administration, and teachers, we will survey staff and students regarding: freshmen behavior, freshmen 
academic needs/ wants, freshmen supports, etc.  Our goal is to compile resources for freshmen and also create a means 
of keeping them connected to school (i.e., via clubs, through Link Crew, etc.).

School Community Building/ Unity Goal: Spartan Event of the Week.  This was a goal we started two years ago, and we 
are tackling this again.  This year, we will publicize an event each week and encourage students and community members 
to participate in the event. Club advisors will sign up for a designed slot in the weekly newsletter and using a slide 
template, will publicize their club.  We’ve been working closely with administration to highlight all school events. 

Communication Goal: We will communicate with community members via the weekly newsletter (who we are, parent/ 
student feedback and input).  Our goal is to better educate the public about SDM’s work/ goals.  *Mrs. Doviak will be 
speaking at PTSA on 11/1 re: our goals, past goals/ successes, etc.







Spartan Athletics Update

This Week In Sports

*Reminder that masks are to be worn at all times 
while indoors.



NOVEMBER TECHNOLOGY TIPS

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES

TECH TIPS
HOW TO LOG IN

TEST ZOOM (IN ADVANCE)

CREATE CONFERENCE NAME

TUTORIAL

Parents will be instructed to enter their name in the ZOOM 
meeting in the following format:

<<Parent Name>> Parent of <<Student Name>>

Click here for example

Parents will receive a list of zoom links that correspond to their 
virtual appointments. When they find their link, they should join 

by browser. (If in person, they will see the room #.)
Click here for example after 11/6

Click: https://zoom.us/test
You can join a test meeting to practice joining a Zoom

Click Here: Zoom Support Tutorial
To view a tutorial on the above steps and how to check other 

Zoom settings.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jMT5g2VziGGkhrO-WZXwMZ6NxDqO-Dmj/view?usp=sharing
https://zoom.us/test
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wiQSffeyAklsNdiasQHszjHgl4ONh7lj/view?usp=sharing


TECHNOLOGY TIPS

WITS PARENT PORTAL TUTORIAL

Accessing Grades and Progress Reports

View Missing Assignments

North’s Landing Page for Teacher Pages

How to access and navigate the site

 

                         
                    

LANDING PAGES  

CONNECT TO WCSD WIFI
W/ PERSONAL DEVICE

NEED A DEVICE?  
TIPS FOR STUDENTS

GOOGLE CLASSROOM 
GUARDIAN SUMMARIES

Chromebook, iPhone, Laptop
Students can bring personal 

devices to school and connect to 
WCSD Wifi. Click for Overview

Android Users
Help for students having trouble 

connecting to Wifi: Click Here

Help for students having trouble 
accessing their WCSD profile for 
Google Workspace for Education

Click here for support from 
Google

Guardian Summaries Support 
from Google

Teachers can invite guardians 
to receive automatic emails 

from Google Classroom about 
missing work, upcoming work, 

and class activity.

Example of guardian summary

Contact your child’s teacher and 
provide your email address to 

sign up for guardian summaries

Sign out a device from the library
Chromebooks are available in the 
library for a 2-night loan. Stop by 

the library to sign out a 
Chromebook.

Google Access on iPhone
If you have an iPhone, you can 

download Google Apps and sign 
into your Williamsville account.

More Tips
-Go to library to borrow a device 

during a free mod.
-Talk to your study hall teacher 

about borrowing a Chromebook 
during the mod.

WITS

WITS & LANDING PAGES

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/williamsvilleschools/Departments/Technology%20Services/WITS%20Parent%20Portal2021Rev.pdf
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2008088821
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2008151339
https://sites.google.com/williamsvillek12.org/north-high-school/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rDsPKbGeyEQfiuxV7ZlDXy-nE2w3W9UN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KBjhihGQz7J9weX-YAbvRVQXhHlXJwBJ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YGdJ_Fb4-zlCnM0oq6Jpnd3LenphnA8Bcc0U9ePRmAo/edit?usp=sharing
https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9370410?hl=en#zippy=%2Cim-using-my-own-personal-device
https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/9370410?hl=en#zippy=%2Cim-using-my-own-personal-device
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6388136?hl=en#zippy=%2Cview-or-update-your-email-summary-settings
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHpNJP5snuHbuGE0SZEyl_SzZTfFKhVD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tMgM2PH16U4WZYgkF5bXIhjuMgjLpKca/view?usp=sharing


SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING:
SELF CARE

When there is so much going wrong in the world, it can be hard to focus on what is going right.  
Imagine a race horse.  Trainers and jockeys put blinders on their horses so their focus is straight 
ahead.  The blinders prevent them from being distracted by other horses racing up behind them, 
fans cheering from the stands, and the mouse scurrying around on the infield.  For race horses, 
blinders function well.  Unfortunately, when humans go through difficult situations, we often wear 
metaphorical blinders ourselves.  When we are anxious, depressed or overwhelmed, our minds 
naturally zero in on negativity.  Unless we make an intentional effort to focus on positive things, 
all we see is the hardship right in front of us on the racetrack of life.  

Practicing gratitude allows us to see the good in any given day.  It helps us appreciate the things, 
people, and experiences in our life and the impact they have on us.  Appreciating the big things 
in life, our family and health for example, are important.  But noticing the little things can be just 
as powerful.  The sound of a child laughing, the comfort of reading a good book by the fire, or the 
smell of a fresh baked apple pie.  Those things bring us a moment of joy and help ground us in 
the present. Gratitude is one of the easiest and least expensive interventions for stress, 
depression and anxiety.  It doesn’t make all of the world’s problems go away, but it reminds us of 
the good we have in our lives.   As Aesop said, generations ago, “Gratitude turns what we have 
into enough.” I challenge you to choose a Growing Gratitude idea to try with your family!  Stay 
grateful, Spartans!

● Gratitude Board - Hang a chalkboard where everyone can jot down what they're grateful 
for.

● Gratitude Jar - Family members write their sources of gratitude on slips of paper and place 
them in the jar. Pick  a day      each week to read off what everyone entered.

● Gratitude Journal - Have a personal journal for keeping a running list of things you're 
thankful for or keep a family journal and rotate it to a new person each day.

● Gratitude Scavenger Hunt - Each week choose a category (something blue, a piece of 
clothing, something in nature, etc.) and everyone finds something in that category they’re 
thankful for.

● Gratitude Chain - Write what you’re thankful for on a strip of paper each day then link with 
others.

● Gratitude Tablecloth - Use brown or white kraft paper as a tablecloth at family meals.  See if 
you can cover it with lists or drawings of things you are grateful for.

● Gratitude Photo Hunt - Each day take a picture (or find an existing picture) of something 
that you are grateful for and share it with someone.







North PTSA
In-Person PTSA Meeting: 

Monday, January 10, 2022 @ 7pm
*No RSVP required - Join Us in North’s Downstairs Cafe!

Join WNHS PTSA and Support our Students!
$10 adults and $7 students

Join online today at https://willnorth.memberhub.com/store

Follow us on Social Media
    @ WillNorth PTSA

             willnorthptsa

             @ptsa_north

Shop at Dash’s?  
Collect your receipts and support our students!  

Send all receipts in to WNHS. 

Attn: Jen Kerr
PTSA Dash’s Receipt Chairperson

Dash’s donates $2.50 for every $100 spent! 

Shop Amazon Smile 
Smile.amazon.com

  Type in Williamsville North PTSA (listed as PTA New York Congress 19390 Williamsville North 
PTSA) as your charity.  A portion of the price of eligible purchases is donated to help support our 

students!

Senior Scholarship Opportunity *Deadline 12/15/21
Jenkins Memorial Scholarship for Teacher Education

Application available on the NYS PTA website: 
https://nyspta.org/home/pta-leaders/awards-and-recognitions/jenkins-scholarship/

Snack Shack November Schedule is Open!
Volunteering at the Snack Shack is easy and fun!  Please consider volunteering for a shift during the 

month of November. Please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084eada722a6fc1-november

Questions or Suggestions?
Email WNHS PTSA at williamsvillenorthptsa@gmail.com 

https://willnorth.memberhub.com/store
mailto:williamsvillenorthptsa@gmail.com

